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Department of the Army

INSTALLATION MANAGEMENT AGENCY
HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY GARRISON-MICHIGAN

44370 N. JEFFERSON

SELFRIDGE ANGB MI  48045-4941

IMNW-MIG-MWC

Subject:  U.S. Army Garrison-Michigan Home Alone Policy

IMNW-MIG-MWC

MEMORANDUM FOR Community Residents, U.S. Army Garrison-Michigan 

SUBJECT:  U.S. Army Garrison-Michigan Home Alone Policy

1. References:

a.  Department of Defense Instruction (DoD) 6060.3 School-Age Care Program, 19 Dec 96.

b.  Army Regulation (AR) 608-18, 01 Sep 95, Army Family Advocacy Program.

c.  Army Regulation (AR) 608-10, 12 Feb 90, Child Development Services.

d.  HQDA Guidelines, 11 Jul 00, Out of School Home Alone Policy.

e.  Child Protection Law Act Number 238, Public Act of 1975 as amended sections 722.621 through 722.638 of Michigan compiled laws.

2.  Purpose:  AR 608-10 and AR 608-18 require that all installation commanders implement a “home alone” policy to address the ages and circumstances under which a child under the age of 12 can be left at home alone during parental duty hours without adult supervision.  In conjunction with the HQDA guidelines for the supervision of children and youth, newborn through age 18, this memorandum establishes the U.S. Army Garrison-Michigan policy on children being left home alone or under the care of the sponsor’s other children on the U.S. Army Garrison-Michigan properties. 

3.  Applicability:  This policy is applicable to all active duty, retired military, Department of the Army (DA) civilians, family members, visitors assigned to or occupying government quarters.  This policy also applies to occupants in transient billeting and any other location within the boundaries of the U.S. Army Garrison-Michigan.

4.  Procedures:  Safeguarding children is a parental responsibility.  Unsupervised children are at risk for undesirable activities, which can harm them or create problems on the installation.  Child and Youth Services (CYS) offer supervised full day, part- time, before school, after school, half-day, school vacations and extended care programs in facilities such as the Child Development Center, School Age Services, Youth Services Middle School and Teen program and Family Child Care.  These programs are available to help service members minimize conflict between parental responsibility and unit mission requirements.  The Youth Center and computer lab at Sebille Manor may be used as open recreation facilities.  Open recreation for school age children is used for occasional childcare needs and/or participation in the programs or events. School age children needing care while parents are at work should be enrolled in CYS programs.  Installation buildings such as Bldg. 780, Youth Gym, or other facilities will not be used in lieu of
CYS programs for out-of- school child care.  Children registered with CYS school age programs are eligible to use six (6) free hours of open recreation a month for other programs and activities.

5.  Adult supervision must be the primary means of caring for children.  When a need arises to

temporarily leave a child alone in a safe environment or under the supervision of a sibling, please follow the guidelines in Tables 1, 2 & 3.  Ages listed are designed to reflect a child’s increasing ability to take responsibility of his/her own self.  Chronological age should not be the sole determining factor of a child’s ability to remain alone or care for a sibling/visitor.  Parents and guardians must carefully consider a child’s maturity level and ability to deal with emergencies when deciding how much responsibility the child can reasonably assume.  
TABLE 1.  CHILD SAFETY AGE GUIDELINES.

	AGE
	REQUIREMENTS

	0-1 years old
	Constant supervision in and out of the home (e.g., playgrounds & outdoor play).  

	2-5 year old
	Constant supervision in and out of the home (e.g., playgrounds & outdoor play).  

	6-10 years old
	Direct supervision; they must be officially registered with a CYS program or be under the direct supervision of an adult with parental responsibility and/or designee, or teen or adult babysitter, within the child’s home during parental duty hours.

	11 years old
	Children can be without direct supervision for not more than two (2) hours at a time.  Children who have not reached their 11th birthday, or are incapable of caring for themselves (physically or mentally) will not be left alone or inadequately supervised on USAG-M properties.


TABLE 2.  GUIDELINES FOR BABYSITTING SIBLINGS/PERMANENT YOUTH RESIDENTS.

	AGE
	REQUIREMENTS

	12 years old
	May babysit siblings or permanent youth resident 1-11 years old for a maximum of three (3) hours without direct adult supervision. Children who have not reached their 12th birthday, or are incapable of caring for themselves (physically or mentally) will not be allowed to babysit siblings/visitors.

	13-14 years old
	May babysit siblings or permanent youth resident 0-11 years old up to three (3) hours without direct adult supervision.

	15-17 years old
	May babysit siblings or permanent youth resident 0-11 years old.

	18 years old
	May babysit siblings or permanent youth resident overnight or for extended periods of time (TDY, parents on vacation, deployment)


TABLE 3.  GUIDELINES FOR BABYSITTING OTHER CHILDREN.
	AGE
	REQUIREMENTS

	13-15 years old
	May babysit other people’s children ages 1-12 years old for not more than twenty (20) hours a week, eight (8) hours at a time and not to include overnight.  If babysitting under age one, then must have direct adult supervision.


6.  Successful completion of a CYS Outreach Services teen babysitting class is recommended before youth 13-15 years old may babysit in government quarters or be referred through the Central Registration Outreach office as authorized to supervise children ages 1-12 years old.  Before entrusting a babysitter with the health and welfare of other children, successful completion of a CYS teen babysitting class is recommended for all teens.  CYS is a certified Safe Sitter site offering certified trainers and classes on a regular basis.

7.  Children with special medical or physical needs may require more supervision than other

children.  For guidance and questions, please contact the Community Health Nurse or Exceptional Family Member Program (EFMP) so they may assist you with the child’s needs. The welfare of the child should determine whether the above guidelines are appropriate.  In these circumstances, other children (i.e. visitors) will not be permitted inside a home when an adult is not present. 

8.  CYS rules preclude anyone from providing more than 10 child care hours a week of 

babysitting on a regular basis in their own home, without being a registered FCC provider.  There is no limitation on the number of hours an adult babysitter can provide care in the child’s own home.  However, caution should be exercised when selecting babysitters.

9.  Sponsors are responsible for the supervision of family members and guests on USAG-M

properties. If non-compliance of this policy occurs the following actions will be taken depending on the severity of the occurrence.  The CYS Coordinator or designee will conduct a review of the policy with the sponsor.  A letter of concern will be sent to the sponsor's commander for non-compliance with Garrison Home Alone/Supervision policy.  The Family Advocacy Case Review Committee will review allegations of child neglect or abuse, this committee has the authority to substantiate a finding of neglect when a child, regardless of age, is left unattended under circumstances involving potential or actual risk to their health or safety.  For guidance, please call the Family Advocacy Program (586) 307-5611.

10.  A checklist is enclosed as a guide to assist in evaluating a child’s readiness for self-care or

ability to care for a sibling/visitor.  I encourage all sponsors to sensibly evaluate their children on a case-by-case basis before leaving any child home alone or permitting them to care for a younger sibling/visitor.

11. Point of contact is Ms. Tanya Blatz, (586) 307-5530.
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